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An HumsBLre 


ADDRESS 


KNIGHTS, CITIZENS 


BURGESSES, &. 


GENTLEMEN), 


1OU are now inveſted with the 
whole repreſentative Power of the 


Commons of Great Britain; a | 
Truſt, the moſt honourable and 164, 
important, that can be conferł- d¾ 
upon Subjects and Freemen, Not '+ 18 
only our Lives, our Liberties and 06 


our r Eftates are at your - Diſpoſal, but even the 
Preſervation of our excellent Conflitution, and the 


very Being of the Britiſh Name depend upon your Wh. 
honeſt and prudent Conduct, at this critical Con- 0 
jupcture. 1010 


A 2 I muſt 


r ˙1Ä1] ͤ U; AE PO PEO POTEN 7 34> 


1 muſt therefore beg Leave, with great Humi- 
lity, to offer yon ſome Conſiderations on the Part. 
which a Britiſh Houſe of Commons ought to take at 
ſuch a Critis ; for though you are certainly inveſted 
with a plenary Authority, and cannot be controul'd 
in your Conduct by any Perſons without Doors, 
after your Election; yet every good Man will be 
glad to know the Sentiments of Thoſe, whom he 
repreſents, and to give their Arguments a fair 
Hearing, at leaſt, whether they 'may have Force 
enough to convince his Judgment, or not. This is 
all the Privilege we claim, by applying to our Re- 
preſentatives; and as it hath been trequently exer- 
cited, upon extraordinary Occaſions, without gi- 
ving any Offence, I muſt rely on the ſame Indul- 


gence on the preſent Emergency, which is as great 


and important as ever awaken'd the Attention of 
this Nation. . 


In the firſt Place, you will do well to conſider 


that you are a new Repreſentative of the People, and 
every Gentleman ought to look upon Himſelf as 
ſuch, whether he hath ever ſate in former Parlia- 
ments, or not. All paſt Errors and Miſcarriages 
are now cancell'd, as far as your Parliamentary 
Capacity extends, (tor That is very different from 
the miniſterial Office) and you now ſet out again 


with freſh Powers, as new Men. Nothing there- 
fore, which was done in the 14 Parliament, ought. 


to preclude your Freedom of Judgment in the en- 
fing; nor determine you, right or wrong, to per- 
ſevere in the ſame Courſe. Some Gentlemen, per- 
haps, may have been formerly govern'd too much 
by Party Conſiderations, and others by perſonal At- 
fac hments, or Prejudliges; but Time and the Event 
of Things mutt have now convinced Them that 
they tollow'd falſe Guides, and will induce them, 
no doubt, to caſt them off for the future. It 
any others ſhould have ſuffer'd Themſelves to be 

Ut? 


e 


fluenced by worſe Motives, They have now an Op- 
portunity of purging their Characters, and making 
ſome Atonement to their Country, by a more juſt 
and honourable Conduct. | | 

Theſe Conſiderations relate only to thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, who have already cnjoy'd Seats in Parlia- 
ment. But there are amongſt you great Numbers 
of new Members, ſtrictly ſo call'd, to whom this 
Addreſs is more particularly, and indeed more 
chearfully directed; for as Theſe conſiſt chiefly of 
young Gentlemen, who have hitherto had no Share 
in the Guilt, or Folly of any former Meaſures, We 
may apply to Them with more Freedom, and 
Hopes of Succeſs. 

To you, Gentlemen, in this fatal Criſis, to you 
does the Nation commit her Intereſts, and from 
you does ſhe hope her Preſervation. You are come 
up, as it were, to a Trial of your Characters; and 
they will forever retain the Impreſſions, which 
you now ſtamp upon them, It you keep them 
pure and unſullied, their Currency will be univer- 
ſal; but if you mix them up with the baſe Allay 
of a Miniſter, you tarniſh their Luſtre, and leſſen 
their Weight; they will generally be return'd upon 
your Hands, or paſs only within the Verge of Cor- 
ruption. ; 


we hope uninfluenced. Two Paths lye before you. 
Which to follow, is a very ſerious and important 
Conſideration. If, at firſt ſetting out, you chuſe 
the wrong, you will ſoon be bewilder'd, and it 
may never be in your Power to quit it more. The 
Paths of Corruption inſenſibly lead to the Precipice 
of Infamy, from whenee there is no Return. But 
we depend on ydur making a right Choice. There 
is an Honeſty flatural to Toth; there is a Spirit 
unbroken by Complaiſance ; there is a Senſe of 

: | Shame, 


= 


Tom at preſent unengaged, uncorrupted, and 
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Shame, and a generous Regard to Reputation. All 
Theſe are ſo many Warrants of your behavin 
in a Manner, that becomes you ; and till you bot 
Theſe, your Country will not loſe you. But be 
aſſured, no Artifice will be wanting to diveſt you 
of them; and ſuch Methods have formerly been 
too ſucceſsful, not to give us ſome Apprehenſions 
of their prevailing to your Diſhonour, unleſs you 
are premoniſhed and forearmed againſt them. 

It Luxury, if Pleaſure can make you ſacrifice 
_ to your Appetites ; if the- childiſh 
Pomp of Strings and empty Names can flatter your 

Imaginations ; they will all be employ'd to draw 
you off from the honeſt Bent of your natural Diſ- 
poſition. But if the Candour of your yet-untain- 
ted Minds ſhould reje& theſe Allurements with 
Diſdain; then a more artful Attempt will be made 
upon you; then you will be told that this Horror 
of Corruption, this Spartan and Roman Virtue, is 
the Effect of your Ignorance of the World, and a 
Speculation only fit for School- boys. The Force 
of Ridicule will be likewiſe try'd, and you'll be fa- 
cCoetiouſly call'd hopeful young Saints and Patriots. 
| Men nf reputed Abilities will be ſet on to warn 

you of the Uſeleſsneſs and Folly of theſe high-flown 
Notions. You will be told they are romantick, im- 
practicable, the Bane of all Buſineſs, and the Con- 
tempt of every Man of Senſe. Little falſe Con- 
fidences will be made you of the private Views of 
Gentlemen in Oppoſition; Bits of Scandal thrown 
out upon their Characters; and an Opinion incul- 
cated, that the Diſpute on either Side is only for 
Power, not Principles. Thus, by Degrees, I hey 
will hope to bring you to an Indifference for both 
Sides, and a Regard for nothing but yourſelf , a 
neceſſary Conſequence of which is a devoting of al: 
7:4. Jar 


your Actions to preſent Prot, and joining with 
Thoſe, who offer mot. 


Should This fail; ſhould you be firm enough to 


maintain, againſt the Faſhion of the I imes, againft 
the Example of many of your Acquaintance, and 
againſt the Weight of ſuperior Authority, . that 
there is ſomething real in publick Spirit, Integrity 
and Freedom; you will be laugh'd at for honeft, ſim- 
ple Fellows, and a quite different Language will be 
uſed to you. You will then hear of nothing but 
the Cauſe of Whiggiſm ; the Danger we are in trom 
the Tories; the Neceſſity of uniting, under the 
Standard of the preſent M——r. You will be told 
that Liberty and Property, the 2283 Fucceſſion, 
the Peace of Europe, Religion, Toleration, Trade 
and publick Credit, are all ſeated and center'd in 
his Perſon; all ſupported, and ſupportable alone, 


by the Continuance and Increaſe of his Power. 


Unhappy Nation! where all theſe Bleſſings depend 
upon the ſingle Thread of one Mans Life, ſo 
near being ſpun out.—If not cut off! Should 


you ask the Reaſon of this wonderful Connection 


between a /zngle Man and all theſe Things ; thould 
you enquire why the Natien is reduced to an in- 
tire Dependance upon one Subject, and what Proofs 
of Ability, or Virtue, that Subject hath given to 
deſerve ſuch a prodigious Degree of Truſt, ſuch a 


Delegation of more than Royad Power; it will be 


anſwered that he was a Whig ſo long ago as in 
Queen Anne's Reign, and hath never acted with 
the Tories but once, when he was out of Place. 

It This ſhould not convince you; if you ſhould 
examine his Principles by his Condu#, and conclude 
on good Proofs that this boaſted Whiggiſm is no- 
thing more than a vain and fallacious Name to var- 
niſh over the Acts of arbitrary, Power; you will 
be called Facobites by all the ow 


OY 


” 
1 „ 


kmouth'd Tools of 
miniſterial 
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miniſterial Defamation ; whilſt many of Theſe, to 
whom that Appellation notoriouſly belongs, are gra- 
ced with the Favour of the M -in, and are the 
moſt zealous Agents ſor his Intereſts. Perhaps too 
Frowns may be play d upon you, and you may 
be mark'd out for all thoſe Mortifications, which 
the het SubjeFs have been forced to undergo tor 
the Sake of the worff, But let not This diſcou- 
rage you. Such Deluſions cannot, muſt not long 
prevail, even where They have taken the deepeit 
Root. Diſzrace and Favour will recover their pro- 

r Channels. A ſhort Time muſt turn the former 
upon Thoſe, who ſo indecently triumph in and 
abuſe the latter. And then what will be the Cir- 
cumſtances of TI hoſe amongſt you, who have min- 
gled your ſelves with the Dregs of this Iniquity, 
and deck'd your ſelves vainly in the worn-out Robes, 
the foil'd and dirty Purple of a deſpiſed and deteſted 
Faction againſt their Country? Surely, nothing can 
be more wrong, in Point of Interef, (it Intereſt 
- ought at all to be conſidered, where Duty is con- 


, cerned) than for a young Gentleman, in the open- 


ing of his Lite, to forfeit all Claim to the Reward 
of Merit to his Country in better, and probably 
not diſtant Times, for the Sake of a little, preſent 
temporary Gain, obtain'd and preferved on the 
moft ſervile Terms. Such a Conduct would re- 
femble That of ſome yonng Men, who are in fo 
much Haſte to be ſettled, as They call it, that 
They marry a common Whore, rather than wait for 
a proper Eſtabliſhment. 

If then the Reaſons, which might induce you 
to forſake theo Intereſts of your Conmrrp, are ſo weak 
and unconvincing; how much may be urged on 
the other Side to encourage you to act agrecabiy 
to your own unbyafs'd Sentiments? Young Minds 


arc generally moved by great Examples; and the 
| greateſt 


(9) 


greateſt are not wanting, on this Occaſion, to ani- 
mate and inſtruct you. Look round the Nation 
for the Men of the hight Dignity, the moſt ac- 
knowlede'd Wiſdom, and try'd Integrity; you ſhall 
find Them engaged in the ſame Cauſe, to which 
you are now invited to accede, and ready to affiſt 
ou with their Lights, their Credit, and their 
Fricndihip. By the Advantage of this Participa- 
tion, you yourſelves will ſoon become conſiderable 
too; far more conliderable than the higheſt Mi- 
nions of HIM you oppoſe. "Thoſe amongſt you, 


who are born to great Eſtates, arc, by the Inde- 


pendency of your Condition, ſuperior to any, that 
hold the proudeſt Fortunes at the Pleaſure, and by 
the precarious Favour of a Court. And ſhould 
there be any in leſs affluent Circumſtances, what 
immortal Honour will They gain, if by Oeconomy, 
and a generous Contempt of ſuperfluous Pleaſures, 
They can withſtand the Force of that Temptation? 
What will They loſe by fo doing? Will They be 
received with leſs Fiteem and Regard in the beft 
Companies, becauſe They are not brought there 
in an Equipage, purchaſed at the Expence of their 
ewn Virtue, and the Civil Liff 5 Or will They not 
be diſtinguithed and recommended by that Virtue, 
more than They could by their Expence ? Is the 
Spirit of a Man of ©uality a worie Mark of good 
Birth and Breeding, than ſuperfiuns Kxpence, and 
?rwdry Pomp; in which too, at beſt, you will be 
eclypſed by twenty Sharpers about Jon, who are 
28 juſtly proud of their lucky Hits. at White's, as 
vou can be of yours at St. Fames's, and who ſtand 
equal with you in real Merit, as well as in the 
Opinion of Mankind? What then is this mighty 
Sacrifice, that your Country requires from you? It 
i only to give up ſome tritling Vanitics, which fa! 
o the Share of every Coxcom#; to ſeparate your- 
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ſelves from the Herd of Thoſe, who are even the 
Contempt of the Maſters they ſerve ; and to place 
your Pride in the ſolid Superiority of a Mind a- 
bove Dependance, and a Reputation without At- 
taint, Different, very different, is the Sacrifice de- 
manded from you by the Mun, that would cor- 
rupt you. Honour, Conſcience, and the Eſteem 
of honeſt Men, preſent Peace, and future Expecta- 
tions, all muſt be given up to fleeting Favour, and 
perhaps to a bare Promiſe of Preferment. Judge 
therefore which is likely to coſt you moſt; and it, 
when the Account is rightly ballanced, you find 
Virtue more cligible than Vice, you will leave all 
Thoſe without Excuſe, who in higher Fortunes 
ſhall make a meaner Choice, and part with real 
Advantages to ſupport imaginary Wants. 

It I may be allow'd to add a lighter Argument 
to the many ſerious and ſolid ones, which 1 have 
already urged ; give me Leave to tell you that, 
-upon this Choice, depends the Opinion Mankind 
will entertain of your Parts, as well as of your 
Probity. Would you make any Figure in the gay, 
the polite, and witty Part of the World, you mult 
not unite yourſelves to Thoſe, who have ſo long 
been the Objects of their Mirth, and whoſe Rid: 
cule, juſtly acquired and indelibly fixed, ſheds its 
ridiculous Influence over all their Depeudents. 

There is one Caution more to be obſerved, 
without which all the reſt will be ineffectual, and 
you will faint in the Midſt of your Career. II it 
ſliould happen that your Ardour, in purſuing this 
glorious Cauſe, does not meet with immediate ouc- 
ceſs ; if Difficulties and Obſtructions ſhould ariſe; 
do not therefore conclude that all is loſt, and ſit 
down with an Opinion that it is uſeleſs to contend 
any farther. Such a deſponding Turn of Mind 
cannot poſſibly do you any Good; but it may 5 
| | er 
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der thoſe Diſtempers paſt Recovery, which it is 
yet in your Power to cure. Remember the wiſe 
Maxim of antient Rome; nolite deſperare de Repub- 
licd. No, Gentlemen, all is not loft, till you loſe 

ourſelves, and enervate your Strength by a forlorn 
and puſillanimous Deſpair. Do but hope, do but 
ſtruggle, and you will conquer. When in the Con- 
ſternation and Affright, that ſeized the Romans, 
after the great Defeat at Caunæ, the Senators were 
ſo diſcouraged as to deliberate whether they ſhould 
not leave the City, and retire immediately to ſome 
Place of Safety; Scipio, then a Youth, being in- 
form'd of their Conſultation, came into their Aſ- 
ſembly with his Sword drawn, and obliged Them 
by Force to take an Oath vt to abandon the 
Commonwealth. This Action of Vigour had a ſud- 
den and ſtupendous Effect; the Roman: Intrepidity 
revived ; and the Enemy ceaſed to be formidable, 
when He ceaſed to be fear'd. In like Manner, it 
becomes you, Gentlemen, to undertake the Defence 
of the Commonwealth, -in this nice and dangerous 
Conjuncture, it you ſee it abandon'd by oer, or 
greater Men. The Example of your Courage will 
revive their fainting Spirits, and ſhame Them into 
a more generous Reſolution. You are certainly to 
look upon yourſelves as the laſt Reſource of this 
Conſtitution. Amongſt 'I hoſe, who have been 
longer verſed in Bulineſs, many are harden'd in 
Gnilt by familiar Practice; many intatuated by an 
habitual Courſe of Blunders ; and too many ſunk 
deep in a ſupine, unreſiſting Indolence. When Hi- 
ſtory ſhall ſpeak of the preſent Age, in what Colours 
will it paint the 4Jow Depravity, to which we are 
fallen ? How corrupt, how effeminate, how prone 
to Slavery will it repreſent us? And how juſtly 
thall we ſuffer the Reproach of all Poft-ricy ? Bur 
in this black and inglorious Scene, what a noble 


( 


Contraſte, what a ſhining Figure will you make, if 
the ſame Hiſtory ſhall relate that his Corruption 
was check d, this Slavery and Ruin prevented, by 
the Virtue of an hundred young Men, who ſtood in 
the Gap, and ſaved their Country? | 


— 


Having addreſs'd you thus far in general, it may | 
be expected that I ſhould deſcend into ſome Parti- 


culars, relating to the Parliamentary Function, as 
well as the preſent State of Affairs, both at home 
abroad... 2 

The firſt Step to be taken, at the Opening of 
a new Parliament, is the Choice of a proper Per- 


ſon to fill the Chair, and preſide over that illu- 


ſtrious Aſſembly; but as there will probably be 


no Contention, upon this Account, I ſhall not trou- 


ble you with any Conſiderations upon it. 
The Practice of ſummoning the Members to the 
Cock-Pit, by. a miniſterial Writ, and haranguing 


Them there, before his Majeſty opens the Seſſion 
with a Speech from the Throne, is but of modern 


Date, and may be juſtly rank'd amongſt thoſe Im- 
provements, which have been lately made on our 
Conflitution. I don't know exactly how long this 
Cuſtom may have prevailed, nor 1s it of much Im- 
portance to the. Publick; but I may venture to at- 
firm that it hath been carricd farther, within a very 
few Years, than it ever was before; having not 
only been punctually obſerved at the Beginning of 
every Seſſion, but even proſtituted to the Service 
of particular Fots; to ftop Enquiries into Frauds 
of the moſt pernicious Nature; to ſcreen Deliu- 
guents of the worſt Kind; and infringe that Liberty 


- of voting, which is always peculiarly intended by a 


BALLOT. „ 
. - There is ſomething very ridiculous, as well as 
urfparhamentary, in theſe 1interial Conventions. 


Their firſt Aſſe 


\ 


:mbly is commonly held at the A.- 
| nifter's. 
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( 
yiſters own Houſe, three or four Days before the 
Meeting of Parliament, and conſiſts only of a feu 
truſty Creatures, who are called together, in order 
to peruſe the King's Speech, and conſider of proper 
perſons to move for and ſecond the Addreſs. Theſe 
Gentlemen, who are generally propoſed by the Mi- 
nister Himſelf, after a felt-denying Speech, modeſt- 
ly declining ſo great an Honour, and deſiring it 
may be put into abler Hands, are at laſt overcome 
and prevailed upon to undertake it. At the ſame 
Time, theſe choice Friends are let into the State 
of Affairs, as far as is neceſſary, and inſtructed 
what to ſay, in Caſe of a Debate, upon ſeveral 
particular Points. —- But to reſume the Bufi- 
neſs of the Addreſs; which, perhaps, is like wiſe 
drawn up and ſettled, long before They met, as well 
as the Speech; for it hath been the Practice of ſome 
late Miniſters not only to put whatever They think 
fit into their Masters Mouth, (which is commonly 
a Panegyrick on Themſelves, or a Juſtification of 
their Meaſures,) but likewiſe to do the ſame kind 
Office for the Parliament, and make Them eccho 
back the Subſtance of it, by Way of Addreſs. 
When theſe Points are ſettled in the mnifterial Ca- 
binct, for ſo J may call it, a general Aſſembly of 
all the wwell-affe&ed is ſummoned to meet, a Day 
or two alterwards, at the Cock-Pit; where the 
{ame Farce is cted over again, in a more circum- 
| {tantial, and ſolemn Manner. The Miuiſter produ- 
ces a Copy of the Speech; which being read and 


received with great Applauſe, it is reſolved, ve- 


mine contradicente, to promote a loyal and dutiful 
Addreſs to his Majeſty upon it, not only to return 
Him Thanks for fo gracious a Speech, but to ap- 
plaud the Wiſdom of all his Meaſures, and to aſſure 
Him, of their cheartul Concurrence to any Sup- 
pres, that may be judged neceſſary, in the preſent 

| Exigency; 


r 
Exigency; in this Manner deviating from the an- 
tient Practice of Parliament, which conſiſted only 


in returning his Majeſty Thanks tor his Speech, in 


general; whereas 'I his is a gm Engagement 


to ſatisfy all the Demands of a Court; and though 
it may be underſtood at home to be only a Com- 
pliment of Courſe, it certainly carries a different 
Aſpect abroad, and looks as if the Parliament had 
in a Lump approved of all the Meaſures of the Ad- 
miniſtration. Then the Perſons, agreed upon before 
to move and ſecond this Addreſs, are propoſed by 


another worthy Gentleman, who is likewiſe let into 


the Secret, and unanimouſly approved. Here again 
They modeſtly decline it, as it there had been no 
previous Meeting, and again with great Importu- 
nity are prevailed upon to accept 1t.— What makes 
this Scene ſtill more diverting is, that when the 
Commons return to their own Houſe from the Houſe 

of Lords, aſter his Majeſty hath made his Speech, 
the Speaker always tells them, in a formal Manner, 
that He hath, with great Difficulty, obtain'd a Copy 
-4 it; when above half the Members, perhaps, had 
cen, or heard it read, a Day or two betore. — 
That there. have been ſuch Practices, in former 


Times, cannot be deny'd; but as They are cer- 


tainly unpartamentary, and anticonſtitutional, they 
ought to be prevented for the future; ar leaſt, it 
behoves cvery Gentleman, who hath the Honour to 


be ſent up with a Commiſſion from the People, to 


beware of the Artifices made Uſe of in theſe ove! 
Aſemblies, and to keep Himſelf unengaged till the 
whole Merit of every Point, that is to come be- 
tore Him, is fully opened and explained by a free 

Debate on both Sides. N 
The next Point to be confider'd in Order, as 
well as Importance, is the Committee of Privileges 
aud Elections; which is a Sort of a Court of Ji 
. dicatur', 


Cir 


Jicature, for the Deciſion of Parliamentary Diſputes, 


and therefore all Proccedings in it ought ro be 
conducted with the utmoſt Regard to Juſtice and 


Honour. Yet I am very ſorry to obſerve that, in 


ſome former Parliaments, theſe Committees have 
been moſt ſcandalouſly abuſed, and made the ſer- 
vile Inſtruments of a prevailing Faction in the 
Houſe, or an inſblent, domineering Minifter. The 
Misfortune is, that Gentlemen are apt to think 
Themſelves at Liberty to vote, upon theſe Occaſions, 
juſt as their Intereſts, or Inclinations, or Friend- 
ſhips, or Allyances, or other private Conſiderati- 
ons, may direct Them, without any Regard to the 
Merits of the Cauſe. Nay, 1t is become a com- 
mon Practice to ſollicit theſe Points publickly, and 
to beg the Votes and Intereſt of particular Mem- 
bers for ſuch or ſuch an Election, if They are not 
pre- engaged. Lo This We muſt add that the 
Examinations, in ſuch Caſes, not being upon Oath, 
there is commonly too much Lying on both Sides; 
which gives the bad Part of the Houſe a Pretence 
for favouring which Side They pleaſe, and lays 
cven the moſt impartial Judges under ſome Dith- 
culty to determine where the Right lies. But 


whatever ſome Gentlemen may think, or pretend to 


think, an equitable Determination of theſe Diſputes 
is ſo eſſential to the Freedom and Independency of 
Parliament, that as no private Influence whatſoever 
ought to byaſs your Judgments, ſo no Attention 
ſhould be wanting to inform them. It is impoſſi- 
ble to lay down any particular Rules for making a 
right Judgment upon theſe Occaſions; bur ] believe 
it will be too often found true that when Perſons 
in Oſice become Petitioners, They have no other 
Right to fit in Parliament, than what They expect 
from the Power of a Minifter, and the Partiality 
of the Houſe, Nay, many have been known to 


ſtan} 
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ſtand Candidates with no other View ; for when a 
Minifter finds the Country run fo ſtrongly againſt 
Him, that with all his Power and Corruption He 

can get only a very 4ncon/iderable Majority, nothing 
is more common than to fend his Creatures about 
to. different Boroughs, with Orders to oppoſe 
Country Gentlemen at all Adventures. No Mat- 
ter for the natural Intereſi of the Place, or the ap- 
parent Inclinations of the People; no, nor even for 
the Poll, Declaration, and Return. Their fanding 
Candidates alone gives Them a Pretence of Petiti- 
oning, and their Patron an Opportunity of weed- 
ing the Houlc, as it is call d, of obnoxious Mem- 
bers. But This, Gentlemen, is a Practice of the 
molt dangerous Conſequence, which may come to 
affect you all, and ought to be effectually diſcoun- 
tenanced before it is too late; for what avails the 

* boaſted Right of Eugliſbmen to chuſe their own 
Repreſentatives, if their Election is to be ſet aſide, 
in this Manner? All Members brought in by ſuch 
Means, are certainly the Repreſentatives of the Mi- 


{ 
NISTER, not of the PEoPLE, Alas! without 
any ſuch Proceedings, every Miniſiry hath too, t 
much Influence in the Choice of a Parliament; nor f 
have They any great Reaſon to triumph in their c 
Succeſs, as a Mark of Wiſdom or Dexterity, when t 
We look cither Northward, or Weſtward, and ice d 
particular Agents, or Undertakers, ſent down to nc- P 
gotiate for whole Counties, in ove Place, and for 7 
all the Members of both Houſes of the Legiſlature, te 
in the et{cr. Bchdcs This, there are Numbers ot V 
Boroughs, which arc diſtinguiſhed by ſeveral Of- C 
ces, and arc thought to be to much the Properties x | 
of them, that "They are called Treaſury-Boroughs, P. 
Admiraliy-Boronghs, Ordinance- Boroughs, Victilal- tle 
ling- Borcughs, &c. Nay, every Governor of « pr 
Tow, that ſends Members to eee * 5 
| | O * 
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He hath a Right to be one, and hath ſuch a Pow | 
er of diſtreſſing and haraſſing Them, that They 
are commonly obliged to gratify Him in his Ex- 
pectations. 

Attendance is ſo neceſſary a Duty in Members of 
Parliament, that it may ſeem almoſt impertinent 
to put you in mind of it; and yet it hath been ſo 
commonly neglected, in former Parliaments, that 
the warmeſt Exhortations on this Head deſerve 
your Excuſe. If Gentlemen would but ſeriouſly 
reflect on the Nature of the 'I ruſt, which is repo- 
ſed in Them, and which They have undertaken 
to execute, nay perhaps ſollicited it with great Im- 
portunity, and at laſt obtain'd it in Excluſion of 
others, who would have been proud to execute it; 
if they would be pleaſed to conſider that the Peo- 


ple have choſen 'I hem their Attornies, to tranſact 


Matters of the higheſt Importance between Them 
and the Crows, in Conjunction with the Peers of 
the Realm ; and that the Liberties and Properties 
of a whole Nation depend on a faithful Execution 
of this Truft ; if Gentlemen, I ſay, would give 
themſelves Time to make ſuch Reflections as Theſe, 
they muſt think Themſelves bound by all the Ties 
of Conſcience, Honour and Gratitude, to perform 
their Engagements, by a ſtrict and conſtant Atten- 
dance on the Buſine 

Excuſe can any Gentleman make to Thoſe, whom 
He repreſents, if a Point of the utmoſt Conſequence 
to the Nation ſhould happen to be loſt by a /ngle 
Voice, whilſt He was in Purſuit of 2 Fox in the 
D or perhaps loitering away his Time in 
Town ? Such Things have frequently happened in 
Parliament; and it is incumbent upon every Gen- 
tleman, who wiſhes well to his Country, or even 
pretends to any Regard for it, to take care that 
they do not happen again. It is always the Duty 
of Pariiament-Men to give their Attendance in 


CG the 


s of the Publick ; for what 


1 
the Houſe ; becauſe They don't know what De- 
ſigns may be ſecretly in Agitation, or when They 


may break out; but at ſuch a critical Time as 


This, confeſs'd to be fo on both Sides, the Ab- 
fence of any Gentleman, whoſe Health will per- 
mit Him to do his Duty, would be abſolutely in- 
excuſeable. It hath been juſtly compared to the 
skulking of a Soldier on the Day of Battle, and 
will appear the more ſcandalous, when we conſi- 
der that ill-deſgniug Men will be always ſure to at- 
tend, in Hopes of enriching Themſelves on the 
Spoils of the Publick. 8 

There is no Occaſion to make uſe of any far- 
ther Arguments to enforce the Obligation of this 
Duty on the Gentlemen, who compoſe the preſent 
Parliament; for I preſume that even Curioſity 
itſelf will excite Them to give their Attendance at 
the opening of a mew Parliament; in which the 
great Affairs of Peace and War, as well as ſome 
other Matters equally important, will in all Proba- 
bility come before "Them. But let no Gentleman 
think that He hath done his Duty to his Coun- 


try, by being, perhaps, pretty conſtant in his At- 


tendance, at the Beginning of a Seſſion, or even 
till all the great Points, as He imagines, are over. 
No, the Nature of his Duty requires a conſtant 
Attendance, not only every Seſſion, but during the 
whole Seſſion; ſince his Abſence may prove as de- 
trimental to his Country at the latter End, as at 
the Beginning. Thoſe are the Times, to which 
Minifters commonly reſerve all unpopular Points, 
in Hopes of a thin Houſe ; and the Succeſs of this 


Policy, in too many Inſtances, ought to determine 
you nor to give TI hem the ſame Opportunities for 


the future. I ſhall only put you in mind that the 
Exxiſe-Bil} was thrown out by the ſtrict Atten- 
dance of thoſe worthy Members, who oppoſed it, 


and 


Ct 
and that the late Vote of Credit was facilitated, at 
leaſt, by Non- Attendance. 

The preſent State of Affairs, both at home and 
abroad, is ſo fully explained in two Pamphlets 
lately publiſhed, which are now in almoſt every 


Body's Hands, that I ſhall have but very little to 


add upon thoſe Heads. 

In * one of theſe Pieces you will tind a minute and 
exact Deduction of our foreign Negotiations from 
the Year 1724 to the breaking out of the War 
between France and the Emperor, with the diffe- 
rent Sentiments of both Parties upon the Progreſs 
of them, from Time to "Time, and the Events, 
with which They have been attended. From 
hence, Gentlemen, you will immediately diſcern to 
ahm the preſent Diſtractions of Europe are owing ; 

and whether Thoſe, who abetred, or oppoſed theſe 
Tranſactions, in the Jat Parliament, were the tru- 
eſt Friends to the Intereſt and Honour of theſe 
Kingdoms. From herice you will likewiſe be able 
to form a Judgment of any future Treaties, or Ne- 
gotiations, which may happen to be laid betore you, 
and how far it will be your Dury to approve, or 
diſapprove them; That is, whether they have a 
natural Tendency to extricate us out of that Maze 
of Engagements, in which We are already invol- 
ved, or to plunge us into freſh Difficulties, and 
render our Caſe abſolutely irretrievable. 
What may be the preſent and immediate Situa- 


tion of our Affairs abroad, I ſhall not pretend to 


determine; nor is it poſſible for any Man to 
form a reaſonable Conjecture upon it from thoſe 
Lights, which have been hitherto afſorded us. We 
ſee, indeed, the Ballance of Europe quite overturn'd, 
and the Labour of half a Century, as well as that 
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infinite Expence, which hath attended it, almoſt 
thrown away. It is extremely difficult for 'T hoſe, 
who view only the Outſide of Things, and 
arc not let into the Secret of Affairs, to judge 
what is proper and expedient for us to do, in 
ſuch a Conjuncture; but an honeft Parliament, 
which hath a Power to call for, and inſiſt upon 
any Lights, will ſoon be able ro diſcover the right 
Path, if any right Path is till left us in ſuch a 

bewilder'd Situation of Affairs, and will not do 
any Thing, without the fulleſt Information. I with 
It may not appear, upon this 9 that we 
have been officiouſly dipping our Hands in many 
'Things, which did not belong to, us, and thereby 
involving our ſelves in a Multitude of needleſs Ex- 
pences. How different from This is the Conduct 
of the States General, who have not only avoided 
all theſe Difficulties aad Expenccs, for the Time 


paſt, but have taken their Meaſures ſo prudently, 


as to avoid them for the enſuing Year ? 

In the * other Piece, which I mentioned, the 
Conduct of our domeftick Aﬀairs is laid open, in 
the fame plain Manner, by a particular Enquiry 
into the Caſc of our zational Debts, the ſinking 
Fund, and all extraordinary Grants of Money, from 
the Year 1721 to Chr/fmas 1733.— Here, Gentle 
inen, you may fee to what a deplorable State our 
Affairs are reduced at home; that new Debts have 
been heap'd upon us, as faſt as any Part of the 0/d 
ones was paid off; that the Progreſs of the fnking 
Find in that good Work hath been frequently in- 
terrupted, and at length intirely ſtopt; that ſuch 
unprecedented Grants of Money have been made, and 
all the Revenues ſo tar anticipated, in Times of 
Peace, that it ſeems almoſt impracticable to raiſe 

| Supplies, 
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An Enguiry into the Conduct of our domeftick Af airs, &c. 
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Supplies, for ſupporting the moſt juſt and neceſſary 
War, without ſuch mew and grievorrs Impoſitions as 


neither We nor our Children ſhall be able to bear. 
For this Reaſon, you will think it highly incum- 


not to authorize any Meaſures, nor to grant any 
extraordinary Sums of Money, nor to impoſe any 
new Taxes upon them, without the ſtricteſt Exa- 
mination into the Reaſons alledg'd for them, and 
the fulleſt Conviction that they are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the Safety, or Proſperity of the King- 
dom. You will not, like ſome former Parliaments, 
carry your Complaiſance to the Crown ſo tar, as to 
extinguiſh all Regard for the Intereſts of Thoſe, 
whom you repreſent ; nor ſuffer your ſelves to be 
catch'd by that ſtale Artifice, of making an im- 
plicit Concurrence with all the Propoſals of a MHi- 
nifter the only Criterion of Loyalty to your Prince, 
and Zeal for his Government, No, Geiitlemen, you 
have already ſeen too much of the Dzlufpons, and 

the unhappy Conſequences of them ; for as they 
| have undeniably 1mpoveriſh'd the Nation, fo I with 


I could not ſay that They have tended, at leaſt, 


to alienate the Affections of the People from that 
auguſt Houſe, tor whoſe Inte reſt the Deluders pre- 


tend fo great a Concern. Nothing therefore can 


demonſtrate your Regard for the Safery of the pre- 
ſent Eftabliſbment ſo effectually, in our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, as the mot rigorors Frugulity, and the 
Redreſs of all thoſe Grievances, which have made 
the People in general ſo uneaſy, not to ſay cla- 
morous. Betides, none of you can now want to be 
informed that the Multiplication of Taxes, and the 
| vaſt Number of additional Officers for the Collee- 
tion and Management of them, have increaſed the 


Power of the Crown to ſuch a Degree, that they 


are become formidable to our Liberties, as well as 


a conſtant | 


bent upon you, as faithful Guardians of the People, 


1 

a conſtant Drain for our Properties, and might 
ſoon be made to abſorb both, under any other Reign 
than the preſent. Every Circumſtance therefore 
concurs to diſſuade you from increaſing theſe Taxes 
and Offcers, without the utmoſt Neceſſity; and it 
muſt be ſome extreme Emergency indeed, which can 
conſtitute ſuch a Neceſſity, in our preſent Situa- 
tion. You will rather endeavour to give the Peo- 
ple ſome Eaſe from thoſe heavy Burthens, under 
which They have groan'd ſo long, by putting a 
Stop to all — Expences, and eſtabliſhing a 
more thrifty Oeconomy for the future. It hath 
always been the Practice of wiſe Nations, in Times 
of Danger, or Neceſſity, to ſuppreſs all ſes Of- 
feces of State, and to retrench the Salaries of o- 
thers, as well as to ſtrike off all ecdleſs, unmerited, 
and exorbitant Penſions, in order to make a Saving 
tor the Support of the Government, without oppreſ- 
ſing the People. As the State of our Affairs calls very 
loudly for ſuch a Reduction, it deſerves your impartial 
Conſideration whether the preſent Fornis of our Ad- 
miniftration would not admit of it, in ſome Degree. 
Why may not one halt of the Salaries of great En- 
Ployments, Sinecures, and Penſions (excepting T hoſe 
of real Charity) be cut oft, and given in Eaſe of a di- 
frireſſed People, who have long bo'rn the Burthen of 
the Day; whilſt theſe Officers and Penſioners have 
l been rioting in all the Exceſles of Luxury, and mary 
of Them in a ſcandalous Manner repaying 'I hem- 
' {elves that ſmall Proportion, which is allotted to 
Them in the publick Expences ? But whether you 
ſhoald find it practicable to make any ſuch Retrench- 
ments, or not, We may aſſure ourſelves that you will 
| not encourage, or connive at any Addition to ſuch 
| unneceſſary Expences, in our preſent Circumſtances, 


| nor ſutter us to grow more extravagant at a Time, 
| | when 
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when We have the moſt Occaſion for Frugality. This 
would be like the Conduct of ſome private Spend- 
thriſts, who increaſe their Expences as faſt as They 
mortgage their Efates, and let their Servants grow 
rich, in Proportion as They grow poor. You 
will, at leaſt, think it your Duty to inſiſt upon a ſe- 
jacd Committee, with full Powers, to enquire into the 
Diſpoſition of thoſe immenſe Sms, which have been 
raiſed upon the People within theſe thirteen, or 
fourteen Years paſt. Such an Enquiry, properly 
conducted, would fully anſwer the Trouble it 
would give you, and clear up ſome Points, which 
might be of infinite Service to the Publick; for 
thoſe mean Arts, of various Kinds, which a cer- 
tain Gentleman hath employ d to obſtruct all En- 
quiries into his Conduct, amidſt the loudeſt re- 
pcated Defyances to examine it, are tacit Confeſ- 
tions that there is ſomething at the Bottom, which 
He dreads to have diſcovered, and ought to excite 
all your Induſtry and Application to find it out. 

But above all Things, Gentlemen, we flatter our- 
ſelves that you will never give your Conſent to 
thoſe unlimited Grants of Money and Power, which 


have been lately introduced amongtt us, and fo juſt- 


ly alarm'd all the true Friends of our Conftituiion. 
Hiſtory ſhews us that to ſuch Conceſſious hath been 
| owing the Loſs of Liberty, in many Countries; and 
TI believe no Inſtance can be produced of any free 
People, who were long able to preſerve their Con- 
flitution in Vigour, after ſuch Conceſſions became 
frequent and familiar to them. The Caſe of the 
Spaniſh Cortes is fo well known, and hath been ſo 
fully explain'd of late, that it would be imperti- 
nent to detain you long upon it, in this Place. 
_ Give me Leave therefore only to obſerve, that al- 
though the Confidence repoſed in Henry the 2d, 


by 


( 
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by the Cortes of Caſtile, had not an immediate Ef. 
ect in deſtroying the Freedom of that Government, 


yet the Credit and Authority of the Cortes began 
immediately to decline, and continued declining, 


till the Liberties of e were intirely extinguiſſ- 


ed. The Poiſon was ſure, though it was but ſlow : 
and, having work'd itſelf into the Bowels of the 
Conſtitution, waſted it away by Degrees, and ren- 
der d it unable, when the Attack was made, to re- 
ſiſt it with any Effect. | 


Such a Vote of Credit, as | am now ſpeaking of, 


is at beſt a temporary Suſpenſion of our Conſtitution, 
and hath a natural Tendency to aboliſh it for ever. 
It is not only putting the Liberties and Properties 
of the People to the laſt Hazard, but voting your 
ſelves uſeleſs, in the moſt effectual Manner; for 
what Influence will an Houſe of Commops have, when 
'They have not only parted with the Purſe of the 


People, but diveſted Themſelves of the Power to 


call Miniſters to Account, and examine their Con- 
duct, as They eſfectually do by repoling ſuch a 
Confidence in the Crows: to act at Diſcretion. This 
is laying violent Hands upon Themſelves, and may 
be called political Self-Murther. 
What therefore can be a greater Indignity to 
your Characters, as wiſe and honeſt Men, than to 
ſuppoſe that you willtruſt any Court with a Power, 


which hath proved fatal to Liberty in other Coun- 


tries, and muſt be allow'd extremely dangerous to it 
in all? No, Gentlemen, give us leave to with, as We 
have Reaſon to hope, that you will rather come to 
a Reſolution to eraze out of your Journals all TH 
Precedents, which have been already made of ſuch 
Grants, inſtead of adding any new ones to them, 
and giving future Kings, or Miniſters, a Pretence 
tor drawing them into common Uſage. 8 
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Vou will be told, no doubt, as ſome of your 
Predeceſſors have been, that no ill Uſe hath been 


hitherto made of rheſe Powers, and that We may 


never be afraid of truſting them again to ſo gra- 
cious and benevolent a Prince as his preſent Ma- 
Jas. 

I don't know what the Gentlemen, who have al- 
ready preach d up ſuch Doctrines, may intend by 


ſaying that 20 ILL Us E hath been hitherto made of 


THESE Powers. It They mean only that the 
Form of our Conſtitution is not yet ſubverted, nor 
our Liberties abſolutely deſtroyed, I readily agree 
with Them; and, indeed, it would be abſurd to 
addreſs you, in this Manner, if We were actually 
reduced to ſuch an Extremity. But They muſt 
excuſe my Apprehenſions that ?he/e Powers have 
already been attended with ſome / Effects, though 
not of ſo deſperate a Nature, and that they are 
big with many others. Let me ask Them, for In- 
ſtance, whether none of the Money, granted in 
this Manner, was evey employed in Penſons, and 
other ſecret Services, of a more pernicious Nature, 
againſt the true Intereſt of theſe Kingdoms? Will 
hey pretend to ſay that the Power of granting 
Subſidies to foreign Princes, and of making Contracts 
for foreign Troops, as well as of augmenting our 
own national Forces, both by Sea and Land, with- 
out any Limitation, was never attended, or likely 


to be attended, with any bad Effefs ©, Let Them 


examine their own Hearts upon theſe Queſtions, 
and I believe They will find it ſomewhat difficult 


to give them an honeſt Anſwer. But ſuppoſing 


ſuch Powers not to have been hitherto attende 1 
with any bad Effects whatſoever, or even to have 


been attended with ſome govd Effects; yet the ill 


Uſe, that may be made of Them hereaiter, is ſut- 
ficient to determine you againft them; for whilſt 
D | they 
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they ſubſiſt. We can only be ſaid to hold our Li- 
berties by Courteſy, and at the Will of the Prince. 

As to the Virtues of his preſent Majefly, which 
Jam always ready to acknowledge, they are ſo 
far from juſtifying ſuch Grants, that they will 
furniſh you with a very good Argument againſt 
them; ſince Experience hath ſufficiently taught us 
that whatever Conceſſions are made, at any Time, 
to a good Prince, in Confidence that He will make 
uſe of them for the Intereſt of his People, will be 
always claim d by bad Princes, for other Purpoſes, 
and not eaſily deny'd, without offering Them a 
kind of a” Aﬀront. A good Prince there» 
fore, who hath the Happineſs of his Feople really 
at Heart, will not deſire to be truſted with any 
Powers, which ſome of his Succeſſors may turn to 
their Deſtruction. Indeed, this Argument, drawn 
from the perſonal good Dualities of the Prince, is 
ſo mean a Piece. of Sophiſtry, and hath been fo 
fully exploded, that I am aſhamed to attempt any 
farther Confutation of it. Beſides, ſuch unlimi- 
ted Trufts are really of no Uſe to a good Prince, 
who is authorized by his Prerogative to exert ſome | 
extraordinary Powers, in Caſe of any ſudden Emer- 
. © gency, for the Defence of the Nation, without any 
direct Warrant of Parliament. Our Conſtitution 
ſuppoſes the Crows to be inveſted with ſuch a Pou- 
er, in Caſe of Neceſſity, and the Exerciſe of it 
muſt be juſtity'd by the Occaſion. In ſhort, a Vote 
of Credit ought to be look d upon as a previous 
Indemnification for all the Meaſures of a Miniſter, 
by arming Him with a Sort of dictatorial Power 

to act as He pleaſes, without any Controul, or Ac- 
count ; for though Miniſters are generally liberal 
enough of their Promiſes, when They ask for ſuch 
Grants, you will find upon Enquiry that They 
have always deſired to be excuſed, when call'd up- 
on 


(2m? 


on to perform them, and never yet obliged us with 
any Account ; I mean ſuch a particular and diftine 
Account, as ought alone to give honeſt and reaſonable 
Men any Satistaction. Indeed, the Ja Vote of Cre- 
dit ſo far exceeds all former Truſts of the ſame 
Kind, and a certain honourable Gentleman was 
pleaſed to bind Himſelf in fo ſolemn a Promiſe that 
whatever Uſe ſhould be made of it, He would lay 
an Account of it betore the next Parliament, that 
We hope you will inſiſt, with more than ordinary 
Earneſtneſs, on a diſtiuct Account of all Sums of 
Money, which may have been expended by Virtue 
of this Grant, and of the particalar Services, tor 
which they have been expended. I ſhall cloſe this 
Head with obſerving that if ſuch an Account ſhould 


be now refuſed you, no Credit whatſoever ought 


to be given to any Aſſurances, or Proteſtations of 
that Kind, for the future. | 

But giving Money, under any Shape, was not 
formerly the only, nor indeed the principal Buſineſs 


of a Britiſh Parliament; tor it appears very evi- 
dent from the whole Tenour of our Hiſtory that 


Aids and Sulſidies were commonly granted by Way 
of Remuneration to the Crown, tor the Removal of 
evil Miniſters, the Puniſhment of cuormous Crimes, 
the Redreſs of public Grievances, and the Confir- 
mation of popular Liberty by good Laws. Theſe 
were the Points, which always took the firſt Place, 
in the Parliamentary Counſels of thoſe Times; and, 
however the Caſe may have been ſince altered, 
ought {till to prevail on the Minds of 7hoſe Gentle= 
nen, who think themſelves obliged to fulfil the In- 
tentions of their Conſtituents, and prefer a generous 
Regard for their Country to any mean Conſidera- 
tions of private Intereſt. | | 

Let me therefore exhort you to take a View of 
the Ja Parliament, in this Light, and to form a 
. Judg- 


2 


(28) 
Judgment of the 7wo Parties, who compos d it, by 
the different Ends They purſued, and the different 
Ads, or Proceedings, which | hey either promoted, 
or oppoſed. 15 . 
Should you obſerve, on one Side, a continued 
Scheme for loading the People with Taxes and A.- 
mies, in Times ot Peace, for bridling Them with 
oppreſſive Laws, and ſubjecting Them to the Power 
of inſolent Tax-gatherers; ſhould there appear a- 
mongſt Them an implicit Submiſſion to all the Dic- 
tates of a Miuiſter, and a conſtant Readineſs to 
juſtify not only all his Meaſures, and ward off all 
Enquiries into his Conduct, but even to ſcreen Ini- 
quitics of every Kind, and to convert that Place, 
which ought to be the Scourge and the Terror of 
great Offenders, into a Kind of Sanctuary and A- 
ſylum tor Them; ſhould theſe Perſons have diſco- 
vered a determined Reſolution to oppoſe all Laws 
and all Proviſions for preventing that devouring 
Evil Corruption, tor advancing the Cauſe of Li- 
berty, and guarding the weak Parts of our Conſtitu- 
tion againſt the Incroachments of the Crowns, in fu- 
ture Times; in ſhort, ſhould it be manijeſt, from 
their former Conduct, that They conſult only their 
own Intereſt, their own private, corrupt Intereſt, 
without any Regard to the Happineſs of their 
Felloꝛv- Subjects, or the great 'T ruſt repoſed in 
Them; ſhould This, I ſay, appear to you, upon 
a Review of the Proceedings of the Ja Parlia- 
ment, you will {corn to follow ſo deteſtable an Ex- 
ample, or to adopt the Crimes and the Infamy of 
ſuch Men, by treading in their Steps, and giving 
a Sanction to their Meaſures ——— No, Gentlemen, 
you will rather think it your Duty to concur with 
Thoſe on the other Side, in oppoſing ſuch Meaſures, 
and calling the Authors of them to a ſtrict Account, 
as well as in promoting thoſe good and wholeſome 
Laws 
/ 


"Cn 
' Laws for the Eaſe and Benefit of the People, the 


protection of Liberty, and the Security of our Con- 
ſfitution, which the Revolution gave us a Right to 


expect, and which are ſtill wyanting to compleat it. 


Give me Leave, Gentlemen, to be a little more 
particular on this Head, and to retreſh your Me- 
mories with a few Inſtances on both Fides. 

Do you think that it would have been any 
Difſervice to your Country, if ſo large a fanding 
Army had not been kept up at home, in Times 
of abſolute Peace, at the Expence of ſeveral Mil- 
lions of Money; or it twelve thouſand Heſfians had 
not been maintain'd abroad, tor almoſt five Years 
together, at the Expence of above a Million more, 
ſent out of the Kingdom, if all of it did actu- 
ally go; befides other Subſidies and Penſions to 
foreign Princes; tor ſome of them do not deſerve 
even the Name of Sub/idies © — Do you be- 


lieve that all thoſe various Treaties, in which We 


have been lately engaged, have really been of any 
Advantage to the Nation; or that our naval Ex- 


peditions, in Purſuance of them, (to ſay nothing of 


our domeftick Armada's) have been attended with 
any other Effects than rotting our Ships, deftroy- 


ing Multitudes of our Seamen, and driving others 


into foreign Service? Are you of Opinion that 
the fraudulent Management of the Charitable Cor- 
poration, or the Sale of the late Earl of Derwent- 
water's Eſtate, ought to have gone un examined; or 
rather are you not convinced that ſuch flagrant Ini- 
quities ought to have been puniſhed in a much 


more ſevere, and exemplary Manner? Are you not 


as firmly convinced that if the Enquiry into the 
Frauds of the Cuftoms had not been defeated, in ſo 
ſhameleſs a Manner, by the very Perſon, who firſt 
ſet it on Foot, a Diſcovery might have been made 
of Abuſes no leſs enormous and unjuſtifiable than 

| | the 


9 
the others ?—Laſtly, do you in your Conſciences 


believe that the late Exci/e-Scheme was calculated 
lor the Intereſt, Happineſs and Safety of a free 


People; or even that it did not contain a whole + 


Sy/tem of Oppreſſion, and ſtrike at the very Vitals 
of our Conſtitution © | 3 

On the other Hand, do you think that a vigo- 
rous Oppoſition to ſuch Meaſures as J have juſt 
mentioned, and the moſt ſtrenuous Endeavours to 
bring the Authors of them to Juſtice, were either 
unſeaſonable or illaudable? Lay your Hands upon 
your Hearts, Gentlemen, and declare whether you 
do not believe that this Oppoſition and theſe Eudea- 
ours have been of Service to your Country, in ſe- 
veral Inſtances, though they may not have pro- 
ved fo effectual as could have been with'd. But be- 
tides the bad Things, which the Gentlemen in the Op- 
portion either prevented, or oppoſed, We muſt not 
paſs over thoſe good Things, which they have actually 
obtained, or attempted to obtain for us. Don't 
you think that the Ad, to prevent BRIBERY and 
CorRUPTION, in the Elections of Members to ſerve 
in Parliament, was a well-intended, a falutary, 
and a truly glorious Law? I am afraid, indeed, 


that it hath not had all the Effect propoſcd 


by the Legiſlators; and, what Law may not be 
evaded, when the Evaſion of it is countenanced, 
and encouraged by Thoſe, who ought to pur it 1n 
Execution? Bur I have the Pleaſure to obſerve, at 
the ſame Time, that the Deſign of this Ad, hath 
not been intirely defeated, notwithſtanding all the 
Artifices of the Agents of Corruption. It hath, atleaſt, 
put a Stop to their dealing publickly for Boroughs 
here in Town, and rendered that iniquitous Mer- 


chandize more difficult, dangerous and expenſive. 


We know, indeed, by fatal Experience, that there 


are 
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are Men, even of plentiful Fortunes, who are not 
aſhamed to undertake this dirty Office, and to de- 
grade Themſelves into the loweſt Suborners uf Per- 
jury ; for That is now the Caſe of every Man, who 
bribes another to vote againſt his Conſcience, and 
to ſwear that He does it without Gift, or Reward. 
But beſides the Proſtitution and Infamy of ſuch an 
Undertaking, 1t 1s likewiſe attended with Hazards, 
which no wiſe Man in tolerable Circumſtances would 
run, upon any Account ; for however theſe Bo- 
rough-Brokers may flatter 'I hemifelves with Hopes 
of Protection from H1M, who employs Them, They 
will certainly find Themſelves diſappointed, when- 
ever the Parliament ſhall think fit to enquire into 
ſuch Practices; which are grown ſo notorious, 


and have been ſo loudly complain'd of by all Par- 


ties, in their Turns, that I hope the Day of En- 


quiry is not far off. Again, can you deny the 
late AF, for preventing the infamous Practice of 
STOCK JOBBING, to be a wiſe, an honeſt, and an 
efficacious Law? Hath it not been already attend- 


ed with ſurprizing Succeſs, in clearing the Alley of 


thoſe Swarms of Locuſts, which uſed to infeſt the 
Center of Trade, and prey upon the Properties of 
an induftrious People? Both theſe beneficial Aas 
are owing to the Aſſiduity and Vigour of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, who paſs'd under the Denomination of the 
Country Party, in the laſt Parliament; nor are We 
leſs indebted. to Them for their Endeavours to pro- 
cure us ſeveral others, of the ſame publick-ſpirited 
Nature. —— Do you think, Gentlemen, that the 
Nation would have ſuffered any real Damage, or 
Inconvenience, if the Penſion-Bill, the Place-Bill, 


and the ©ualification-Bill had been paſſed into 
Laws? Are not ſuch Laws till neceflary to pre- 


ſerve that Independency of the Houſe of Commons 


on 
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on the Crown, which is the Baſis of our Conflity- 
tion, and without which it would ſoon degenerate 
into the worſt Kind of arbitrary Government ; That 
is, a Government by Will, ſuch as Tiberius exerciſed, 
with a proftitute, dependent Senate, to palliate all 
his tyrannical Meaſures, and even to enforce the 
Execution of them? Nay, are not ſuch Laws more 
neceſſary at this Lime, than in any former Age; 
ſince the Means of deſtroying this Independency, by 
Places, Penſions, and Bribes, are infinitely more ex- 
tenſive than they ever were before; and even the 
Morality of employing theſe Means hath been pub- 
lickly avow'd and defended ? When Things arc 
brought to ſuch a Pals, it is high Time for a Bri- 
tifh Houſe of Commons to exert 'T hemſelves; to vin- 
dicate their own Characters; and to ſhew the 
World that They are really the Guardians, as well 
as the Repreſentatives of the People. —» Is it not 
abſolutely neceſſary, for Inſtance, that ſome Enquiry 
thould be made into the Manner of the late Electi- 
ons in Scotland; and if the Charge laid in the Pro- 
zefts of ſeveral noble Lords, upon that Occaſion, 
ſhould appear to be as well-founded, as it is plau- 
{ible, ought not /uch Practices to be ſeverely pu- 
niſhed, as a downright Invation of our Couſtitution? 
In what Shape 2h%is Affair will come before you, or 
how you may think fit to proceed upon it, I ſhall 
not pretend to conjecture ; but as it will probably 
come betore Parliament, in fome Shape or other, 
We may aſſure ourſelves that you will examine it to 
the Bottom, and do ſomething at leaſt to prevent, 
for the future, the abſolute Nomination ot /xteen 

Members to fit in the other Houſe of Parliament, 
and perhaps double the Number in your own. 

Give me Leave, Gentlemen, to repeat and incul- 
cate it on your Minds, that you ought not to give 
up ſo glorious a Cauſe, if you ſhould happen to —_ 

| ; wil 


with ſome Diſcouragements at your firſt ſetting out; 
but to purſue ir with invariable Zeal, and indefatiga- 
ble Application. You muſt conſider that the Evils, of 
which We complain, are grown very obſtinate, and 
cannot be eradicated without Time and Trou- 
ble. But do not therefore deſpair, nor ſuffer your 
ſelves to be tired out of the Artempt. It may 
give N ſome Conſolation to reflect that even 71- 
conſiderable Minorities, heartily united amongſt 
Themſelves, and inflexibly reſolved to purſue the 
Intereſt of their Country, have frequently work d 
Themſelves up to Majorities. Nay, you cannot 
forget that about ſeventy, or eighty Gentlemen, in 
the laſt Parliament, gain'd ſo much Strength by 
their Steadineſs and Reſolution, as to throw out the 
moſt pernicious and execrable Bill, that was ever ofle- 
red to a Britiſh Parliament. | 5 

Upon the whole, Gentlemen, as This is one of 
the moſt critical Conjunctures, that ever England 
ſaw, We rely upon your Prudence, your Imparti- 
ality, your Vigour, and your unwearied Perſeve- 
rance in the Diſcharge of that high Truſt, which 
is committed to you, and which you have fo many 
Obligations to diſcharge with the ſtricteſt Integrity. 
You are lately come up from different Parts of the 
Kingdom, where you have heard the Voice of the 
People, and can be no Strangers to the Senſe of the 
People. You know their Wants too; as well as the 
Falſhood of thoſe confident Aſſertions, that the 
Nation was never in a more flouriſhing Condition 
than at preſent, and that all our Complaints pro- 
ceed only from a faFious Diſpoſition in the People, 
without any juſt Cauſe, or Reafon, in the Circum- 
ſtances of 'I hings. You have ſecn in what Manner 
ſome Members if? the late Parliament have been hils'd 


= our of their Counties, or Boroughs, with the ſtron- 


geſt Marks of Reſentment, for acting contrary to 
| 3 | the 
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the known Senſe and. Intereſt of their Conftitnents: 
You have ſeen how others have been received with 
univerſal Applauſe, and almoſt Adoration, for con- 
ſulting and purſuing both. In ſhort, Gentlemen, you 
cannot plead Ignorance of our Misfortunes, or of 
our Grievances ; and therefore We have the ſtron- 
geit Reaſons to hope and expect that, if you have 
any Regard for the pablick Good, or even for your 
own private Intereft, rightly conſidered, you will 
immediately take our unhappy Caſe into your Con- 
ſideration, and apply ſome eflectual Remedies to it. 
If you do This, the Bleſſings of the preſent Age 
will accompany all your Endeavours, and endear 
your Names to the lateſt Poſterity. If you take 
another Courſe but I am ſo loth to ſuppoſe that 
any Conſiderations will prevail upon you to act 
ſuch a Part, that I chuſe to ſuppreſs the Conſe- 
quences of it; and ſhall conclude in the Words of 
the late Mr. T'xexncnarD, who not only took the 
Liberty of addreſſing you, on a like Occaſion, (tho 
far leſs momentous than the preſent, and when We 
were in much better Circumſtances than at preſent,) 
but was Himſclfa Member of your illuſtrious Body. 
This Gentleman, having ſhew'd that the Dabblers 
in Corruption are Loſers by it, in the main, when 
— hey come to caſt up their Accounts, proceeds 
thus. - | £ 

* « But even theſe corrupt Advantages are no 
“ longer to be had upon the ſame Terms. The | 
« Bow is ftretch'd fo far, that it muſt break, if it 
&« goes farther. Corruption, like all other Things, 
ce has its Bounds, and muſt at laſt deftroy it felt, 
« or deſtroy every Thing elſe. We are already 
ce almoſt mortgaged from Head to Foot, There is 
„ ſcarce any Thing: which can be tax d, that is 
ce not taxd. Our Veins have been opened and 
« draind fo long, thzt there is nothing left but 
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Cato Letters, vol. 3. p. 280. 3d Edit. 


«= our Heart's. Blood; and yet every Day new Oc- 
cc cafions ariſe Upon us, which muſt be ſupplyd 
te out of exhauſted Channels, or cannot be ſupply'd 
« at all How think you, Gentlemen, This can be 
« done ? What has been raiſed within the Tear, 
© has not been found ſufficient to defray the Ex- 
ce pences of the Jear; and will any one amongſt 
« you, in Times of full Peace, conſent to new 
« mortgage the Kingdom to ſupply the current Ser- 
« vice ? And if you could be prevaild upon to 
c conſent to it, how long do you believe it can 
« laſt, or that you can find Creditors © And what 
can be the Conſequence of ſuch Credit? Sure it 
« muſt make the Payment deſperate; and if ever 
„That grows to be the Caſe, what think you 
« will be the Event? Who do you imagine will 
* have the ſweeping of the Stakes? Do you be- 
“ lieve Thoſe, who brought your Misfortunes up- 
on you, will pay the Reckoning at laſt, or ſave 
« themſelves by endeavouring ro compleat their 
Wickedneſs? There is no Way, Gentlemen, to 
« prevent all hee Evils, which lour over and 
i threaten you and us, but by preventing, or re- 
* moving the Cauſes of them; and I hope you 
will think it worthy your , beſt Conſiderations, 
and moſt vigorous Endeavours to do ſo, rather 
than to ſuffer under, and be undone, by them. 

« By doing this great Service to your Country, 
you will not only conſult your Reputation, your own 
“ Intereſis, and the Intereſts of Thoſe, whom you 
© repreſent; but, in the moſt effectual Manner, will 
* ſerve your Prince, by making him a glorious 
* King over an happy, ſatisfy d, dutiful and grate- 
ful People. A great and rich People can alone 
make a great King; their diſſuſive and accumu- 
„ lative Wealth is his Wealth, and always at his 
Command, when employ'd for his true Glory, 

5 | « which 
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1 which is is eyer their Ha ppineſ apd Security; : Fs; 
tt, the Fi gure he does, or can make 5. 
« Hates, bears exact Proportion to A Ections, 
25 « which he has amongſt his 0w7 Peoply 1 his People 
« arc diſaffected, his Neighbours +. his Enemies 
. will deſpiſe him; and the latter will inſult him, if | 
te they think his Subjefts. will not defend. him ol 
* . ſince nothing is wanting on his 
„ fly's Part to make him below d, honour d. I bal 
«almoſt ſaid ador d, by his People; it lies upon 
& you, Gentlemen, to remove all thoſe Cauſes, 
« which at any Time hercafter, by the Fault of 
| © others, may ally and blemiſh his ; bigh Charatics 
« It.is your Duty, and your Intereſt too, to ac» 
& quaint him with all Miſcarriages in the inferior 
&« Adminiſtration, which you have frequent Jppore 
<« tunitics of knowing, and which tis next to im- 
ee poſſible he ſhould otherwiſe know. Princes are 
« ſeated aloft in the upper Regions, and can only 
« view the whole of Things, but muſt leave the 
4 Detail and Execution of them to W A 4 


& gens. Ian, GenTLenen, 
Your affettionate Fellow-Subjedt, 


and mofi obedient, humble Servant, - 
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